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CAMPAIGN TO DEFEND ESSENTIAL CAR USER ALLOWANCES

Please attend one of the following meetings if your car allowance has or is being attacked, or if you fear it will be in the future.
TUESDAY 7 FEBRUARY, 12.30 pm, Mary Potter Health Centre, Room 5
WEDNESDAY 8 FEBRUARY, 12.30 pm, Clifton Cornerstone, Room 2.
MONDAY 13 FEBRUARY, 12.15 pm, Bulwell Riverside, Case Conference Room
A large number of staff in Adults and Children’s social care services, have either already lost, or are about to lose their essential car user allowance. This attack, which is solely about saving money, is being justified by management who state that these staff do not fit either of the two current criteria for the allowance. 
The two criteria are;

1.
Travelling over approx 8,500 miles per year or

2.
A regular need to carry service users.
Most staff had the allowance under the second  criteria and this is now being applied very strictly including an interpretation of " regular " as being carrying service users at least twice each week. This interpretation of "regular" has never been discussed with the trade unions. 
Staff in adult social care and some children’s teams (including CAMHS / MALT and EWO staff) lost the allowance some time ago and now staff in several children’s teams including fostering / adoption, 15 plus, child in need teams have been served with 2 months notice that the allowance will be removed.  It is only a matter of time before management will then try to remove the allowance totally. 
Jobs in these teams are impossible to do without a car. Management are relying on staff providing a car for nothing and just claiming the casual allowance rate. Staff who cannot afford to provide a car for work when they lose their monthly lump sum, can have their health and safety jeopardised by using public transport for visits.







These attacks should be resisted.  Please try to attend one of these meetings where we will plan a campaign of action.
If you cannot attend one of these meetings but would like UNISON to meet you and your team, please contact me. 

 

Jean Thorpe 

Unison Departmental Organiser,  Children and Families

0115 8762441
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