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____________________________________

FIVE TERM YEAR

After talking to our members we felt it important to inform you that it is the intention of UNISON along with the other Unions in Nottingham City to take out a dispute in relation to the introduction of the five-term year. It is the view of Trades Unions that this decision has been introduced against the overwhelming proportion of professionals working in schools who are not in favour of its introduction.  We therefore ask you to support the campaign and let the Local Authority hear your voice by signing the petition.  Below is a link to the petition and to a letter explaining the reasons behind it.
Members concerns over the five term year are:

· Any staff with family in the county would have to find extra child care with added costs for them in this time of cuts.

· Staff with partners working in the county would not be able to go on holidays together with their family.

· Site staff would not be able to do all the work required of them in the shortened holidays.

· Site staff would not be able to take their leave in the shortened holidays.

· Support staff that have both year round and term time only contracts who have commitments in the holidays would not be able to carry out the commitments.

· Any building work that runs over the shorter 4 weeks would have an impact on the attainment of the children.

· The weeks that have been moved have been moved to the exam revision week which will lead to a decrease in attainment as the children will be on holiday instead of revising in school.

· The LA have said that the academies have shown the way with better attainment.  The academies do not have to follow the national curriculum and the attainment that they are experiencing is due in a large part to the primary sector on the present holidays.

· Parents with established child care would have to disrupt their children by changing the days with possible added costs.

· The LA have not shown any one the evidence of change and raising the attainment.

http://www.nottinghamcitynut.org/5termpetition.html
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