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Graham Allen, MP

House of Commons

London

SW1A  0AA

19 January 2011

Dear Graham
Nottingham City Council Budget Situation

As you are no doubt fully aware, Nottingham City Council faces huge financial difficulties arising from its government grant settlement.  According to the Council, they face a £60 million shortfall, over 16% of its revenue budget.  The Council says that there are no financial reserves it can draw on.

UNISON understands that these cuts are caused by government funding.  However, we believe a Labour controlled authority such as Nottingham City Council should not pass on these cuts.

The City Council has already shed 800 jobs in the past two years.  We now face a minimum of 370 job losses in 2011/12 (though UNISON believes this to be an underestimate), with a further 270 jobs going if we do not accept massive attacks on our terms and conditions, in other words, pay cuts.  UNISON opposes all cuts in jobs and services whether those jobs deliver front-line or support services.  The cuts proposed will decimate many council services and have a deep impact on local communities.  The City Council says that even if it totally balances its budget in 2011/12, there will be further cuts totalling at least £22 million and £14 million in the following two years.

UNISON believes that the City Council should mount resistance to these cuts.  We know that the Council has lobbied the government, however what they haven’t done is draw on the strength of Nottingham’s citizens and the Council’s workforce to mobilise opposition to this disgraceful funding settlement and to demand the £60 million back.  We are calling on the City Council to immediately organise public meetings to explain to Nottingham’s citizens the impact of such cuts.  The Council should call on the public to join and organise protests, marches and rallies to demand the government gives 
Nottingham City Council a financial settlement that will defend current services.
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As Labour MP’s representing constituents who will be deeply affected if these cuts are implemented, UNISON is asking for your support for our campaign.  We would also like to meet you as soon as possible so that we can discuss our proposals in more detail and look forward to you contacting us.

Yours sincerely

Jean Thorpe

Branch Chair
Cc: 
Chris Leslie, MP

Lillian Greenwood, MP
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