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To All Nottingham City Councillors

19 January 2011

Dear Councillor

Nottingham City Council Budget Situation
UNISON has been made aware of the City Council’s financial position arising from its government grant settlement.  We understand there is a shortfall of some £60 million, over 16% of the revenue budget.  We have been told there are no financial reserves to draw on, though we would request further and more detailed information on ear-marked reserves.  We would also like further discussion on any borrowing powers that the City Council may not have exhausted.

Nevertheless, we understand that even if some of the £60 million shortfall could be offset by use of reserves or borrowing powers, there is still likely to be a significant shortfall that the Council proposes to deal with by cutting back on various areas of current spending.

The workforce has already coped with a reduction of 800 jobs in the last two years.  UNISON has been told that we face a further 370 job losses in 2011/2012 (an underestimate we believe) rising by another 270 job losses if the workforce does not accept a significant detrimental impact on its terms and conditions i.e. pay cuts via attacks on sick pay, an increment freeze, car parking charges, loss of essential car user allowance etc.

The proposed cuts will decimate services in many areas including those that protect vulnerable citizens e.g. cuts in youth, play, education welfare, fostering and adoption, meals at home.  Even if the City Council does manage to deliver a “balanced budget” in 2011/12 (i.e. massive cuts) it will be necessary to make cuts of at least £22 million and £14 million in the following two years.

We anticipate that Nottingham’s citizens will be angry once they understand the full extent of these cuts, and UNISON believes that a Labour controlled authority has the responsibility to mount resistance to these cuts.
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We call on the City Council to draw on the support of the public, service users, and the workforce to fight back against government underfunding of Nottingham City Council.  The City Council could immediately call public meetings across the city, to explain how government underfunding will affect services and jobs in Nottingham.  These meetings should be used as a launch-pad for city wide rallies, protests and marches to demand that the government reinstates the £60 million it has taken from Nottingham City.
We call on you to launch such a campaign, to refuse to pass on these Con-Dem cuts, and to put an immediate halt on all proposals to cut jobs and services.  We are happy to meet any councillor or group of councillors who would like to discuss our proposals in more details.

Yours sincerely

Jean Thorpe

Branch Chair
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