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Fighting To Defend Jobs & Services

***PRESS RELEASE*** PRESS RELEASE***
FAIRHAM DAY CENTRE

A well attended public meeting took place on Tuesday 5th May 2009 at Clifton Methodist Church, Rivergreen, Clifton. 

It was agreed to launch a campaign against the proposed closure of Fairham Day Centre.  

The campaign includes inviting elected members to meet service users at the Day Centre and to encourage members of the public to send protest letter to Nottingham City Councillors. 
A sample protest letter is overleaf:-

For further details, please contact:

Jean Thorpe on 07946 334752

Dear Councillor

I am writing in protest at the proposed closure of the Fairham Day Centre care facility at Clifton.

As an active and inclusive community, Clifton is appalled at the idea of the City Council removing this facility and outlined below are reasons for retaining this essential service.

· Closure is a direct and unjustifiable attack on a vulnerable section of our community and their carers.

· We believe that such facilities should remain based in the local community and that bussing elderly and vulnerable people to more distant centres is wholly inappropriate, not only for the people involved but also for the environmental impact of putting yet more vehicles on already overcrowded roads.

· We believe that you have failed even to demonstrate that places are available at other centres given that there are already known to be waiting lists at such centres.

· We believe that the disruption inevitable in such a closure will increase the stresses already present on centre users, their carers and local NHS services.

On the Nottingham City Council website you state that occupancy is low at Fairham. This was not the case until referrals were stopped after the announcement of closure. Please tell me who made the decision to cease referrals to Fairham and on what grounds was this decision made. 

You state that you want to build and support strong, active and inclusive communities in Nottingham.  The Day Centre users, their carers and staff form a vital and integral part of such a community; the closure of Fairham Day Centre flies in the face of your own stated aim and national policies concerning the enablement of the elderly.
You further state on the website that day care centres have expert knowledge to work with people with a range of physical disabilities. Why therefore remove this expertise and cause needless suffering and anxiety to a community of elderly people and their carers? 
I believe that in this particular situation, closure is not appropriate and would be a detriment to us, members of the community at Clifton.

Yours sincerely

