Dear Nottingham City Councillor

I am a local resident who lives in your ward and I am writing to express my concerns about your recent decision to cut jobs and services in the City.

I extremely concerned and totally opposed to the proposed cuts in jobs and services contained in the budget proposals for 2010/11 that you recently agreed.  The cuts in the budget last year resulted in approximately 600 jobs being deleted, and many of those who lost their jobs live in the City. 

The loss of jobs and the cuts in services are going to continue to have a very negative effect on the communities of Nottingham. I am concerned that you have chosen to vote for a budget that has such a direct impact on the people of Nottingham. You have chosen to target cuts at Children Centres and at Services for Adults with Disabilities. You are closing Radford Unity Complex and cutting funding to the Council for Equality and Human Rights. I am surprised you have done this in the run up to the General Election.
I read in the Nottingham Evening Post that if you stopped producing the Arrow magazine it would save £450,000, which could be used to stop some of the cuts, did you consider this?
The cuts in Social Care Services will not only threaten jobs but also the welfare of some of Nottingham’s most vulnerable people. Cutting services for people with learning disabilities, closing Riverside Residential Home, reducing Day Care for People with Learning Disabilities and the introduction of a £2 daily charge for all Day Care Users are totally unacceptable. As one of your constituency, I am totally opposed to this and do not believe that private providers will be able, or prepared to provide anything like the quality of care offered by the City Council.

I am opposed to your decisions made in the run up to the election and just before the budget announcements. I am alarmed at the predictions of further job losses in local government, with many economists predicting up to 15% budget cuts over the next 3 years, potentially threatening up to 170,000 (10%) of the current 1.7 million jobs in local government, not to mention the impact this will have on local communities.
The Government have been prepared to bail out the banking system by a staggering £1.2 trillion, yet expects vulnerable people and public sector workers to pick up the bill for the public deficit that this bail out has caused.  Instead of passing on cuts to us as residents of Nottingham, some of whom are the most vulnerable in the country, why haven’t you called on central Government to increase its funding? 
I will be talking about the issues I have raised in this letter to anyone who canvasses as part of the election over the next month.

I would like you to respond to this letter in writing and consider reversing your decision and withdrawing these cuts.
Yours sincerely
